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Winter Storms


Are You Ready? 








We admit it: As insurance pros, our picture of winter isn’t exactly cozy. Winter storms mean traffic snarls, hillsides turning to sheets of ice, and cars sliding around like hockey pucks. Cold temperatures can cause pipes to burst, frost swells and other damage. Heating your home with fireplaces and holiday lighting can increase the risk of fire.





A picture-perfect winter requires a few precautions


Here are a few of our top tips to help reduce weather-related hassles this winter.


Winter-proof your car with good snow tires or chains, new wiper blades, antifreeze, and emergency road supplies. 


Keep your attic cool to help prevent ice dams. Insulate the attic floor and make sure it is well-ventilated. 


Do not overload circuits with holiday decorations. 


 


When winter storms hit, be smart


If you do not have to drive, stay put. If you must drive, make sure you’ve winterized your car and have a full tank of gas.


When the air is cold, keep bath and kitchen cabinet doors open so warm air can circulate  around pipes. If pipes do freeze, let them thaw normally—they’ll be less likely to burst.


And if the power is out, make sure you avoid leaving candles or fires burning unattended. If you use a portable generator, follow the instructions and do not use it indoors.





Know what your insurance covers


We want to help you rest easy.  You will be more relaxed when you know you have prepared your property to lessen the chance of winter storm damage. Your insurance policy covers repair or rebuilding costs. However, your deductible does apply. Check your policy to see what is covered and to confirm the deductible you have chosen. 





Give Kelley Insurance Agency a call today!  360-966-3732
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TRIVIA CONTEST


Every month Kelley Insurance has a Trivia Contest that gives you a chance to win a $10 dinner certificate. Test your knowledge! Answer the question below and you could be this month’s winner. RULES: The entry that comes closest to the correct answer to the following question will be the winner. If more than one person has the exact answer, the winner will be the person whose entry reached our office first. You may only win a contest every 12 months. HOW TO PLAY: Write down your Name and Answer, then FAX— 360.966.2819 —       CALL — 360.966.3732 — OR                                            EMAIL —  info@kelleyinsure.com — this page.


GOOD LUCK!





Dog Bite Blues


Total cost of dog-bite claims is on the rise…


 


According to a recent study by the Insurance Information Institute, dog bites accounted for one-third of all Homeowners insurance liability claims last year.  The total cost of dog-bite claims was $413 million last year.  The average claim paid to a victim of a bite was $26,166, up 5.3% from $24,840 in 2009…





Give your agent a call, to make sure that you are covered!











Congratulations to Katherine Borderville for answering last month’s trivia question correctly!





Last month’s question: “What country gave Florida to The United States in 1891?”


Answer:  Spain








Kelley Insurance Agency would like to congratulate John Evich for being this month’s referral winner.





John will receive a $25 gift card and $25 will be donated to the Whatcom Humane Society in his name!


Thank you for your loyalty!





Who said, “I am the President of The United States and I am not going to eat anymore broccoli?”





Name:___________________


Answer: __________________








Spookiest Pet Contest


Enter your pet into our Spookiest Pet Contest. Whether they are dressed up in their halloween costume, or just down right cute!  Starting October 24th you can send us your pictures of your pet.  Voting will begin on October 26th.                  To vote visit our website, www.kelleyinsure.com.                                                     We will send an email Monday October 31st, to announce the winner.  


•  •  • 


To get us the picture, send us an email, drop it by or you can tag us on Facebook.








When Water Goes Where It Shouldn’t 


 


Even a small leak can become a major problem, so knowing what you’re covered for and how to prevent water damage are equally important.  The below tips should help uncover any potential water problems down the road and keep your property dry.  


 


-       Check appliance hoses.    Standard hoses are not as durable as they used to be.  Replace rubber hoses with steel-braided hoses.  This is a low cost fix that can save thousands in water damage.


 


-       Broken tiles in the shower can allow water to leak into the walls or on the floor. Replace cracked tiles and regrout when needed. 


 


-       Run dishwasher and washing machine only when you are home.  If a leak occurs, you can turn the appliance off right away.  


 


-       When on vacation, turn off the main water supply to your house.


 


-       Keep storm drains near your house clear of leaves.


 


-       Install a gutter guard.  This can prevent a rooftop disaster caused by drain clogs, and also prevents flooding by water that isn’t carried away from the house.


 


-       Install a water pressure gauge.  An inexpensive gauge can prevent damage caused by water pressure that’s too high.  Pressure should be between 60 and 80 PSI.  
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Winners will receive a $25 gift certificate to The Nooksack Valley Animal Hospital!





Winners of our last Pet Contest, Ron and Marilyn Cross and their dog Cali!








